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ARENA:

We are at the home of Mrs. Edith Holt, formerly modern
language teacher at Whittier High School which President
Nixon attended for two years between the years 1928 and
his graduation year of 1930. Mrs. Holt lives at 5756 South Pickering
Avenue in Whittier, California. Today's date is May 10, 1971. Mrs.
Holt, will you let us know the very first occasion that comes to
mind when either you or your husband had any contact at all to do
with any of the members of the Nixon family, not just President Nixon
himself? I believe you were just recounting the connection of your
husband with the Leffingwell Ranch and its proximity to [Francis
Anthony] Frank Nixon, President Nixon's father's market. Do you
recall anything of that period--anything your husband might have
related about that period?
HOLT:

Well, I went to Whittier High School the same year that
President Nixon started. I only remember him there because
of his great speaking ability and having heard him in some
debates. And then later on I was a young high school teacher there
and was teaching English. Another teacher said to me one day--she
was even younger than I, I had taught in Seattle before coming-
"You know there is a young man in my class that I just can't grade.
His papers are so tremendous I take them to another teacher who has
had a lot more experience than I have. She helps me give him a
grade."
ARENA:

will you give us the name, or do you not recall the name of
the person who said this to you? The person who recalled
his ability to write so well.

-2

HOLT:

No, she left many years ago from Whittier High. I think
she was there just two years. Then I also remember the
fact that despite the fact that he had only been in
Whittier High School--started as a junior--only been there not
quite a year when they nominated him for president of the student
body. And while he lost to a boy who had been there for his fourth
year by the time he graduated, he lost but not by a lot of votes.
It was really amazing.
Then as far as my husband is concerned, he really knew the
family before I did. He worked for the Leffingwell Rancho Company,
was a chemical engineer, and used to go down to the corner of Mr.
Nixon's, President Nixon's father's store, for cherry pie that
Mrs. [Hannah Milhous] Nixon baked. He watched the boys how they
came and worked, and Dick, how he got up early in the morning and
then would come to the store in the evening and help after he had
been at school all day. One day he told me how thrilled they were
out there because Dick Nixon had a scholarship to Duke University~
He said, "There is no young man we know that we think is more de
serving than he, because he is quite an unusual young man."
ARENA:

Excuse me, Mrs. Holt.

What is your husband's first name?

HOLT:

Marvin.

ARENA:

And he was a chemical engineer with the Leffingwell Ranch
Company, or was it called the Leffingwell Company?

HOLT:

It was called the Leffingwell Rancho Company, but they had
chemical plants in there and he had a great deal to do with
the research in various kinds of chemistry. They had to
work hard trying to kill all the insects so that the citrus would
be much better. The research not only had to do with that, but also
with soap and various things.
ARENA:
HOLT:

I see.

Anyway, let's go on with this--I'm talking too long. My
husband passed away in a very serious accident--chemical
accident. About two years after he passed away Mrs. Nixon
(at that time Pat Ryan) and another young teacher came to Whittier
High to teach. We were very good friends; we used to go out to
dinner and they were so very good for me because they could laugh
and have more fun; they got my feet on the ground again and would
take me out here and there. We would go together, dutch, of course,
and then we would go to shows together. They were young teachers,
just new out of college and I had had some experience teaching.
Pat came into the teachers' cafeteria one day, a few days
after school opened. There was one very long table and it was fil
led.
I was practically through. She sat on a long table by herself.
I went over and I said, "Well, I don't know if you have met another
young person or not, but there is another young teacher here and I
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think you two young ladies should meet." So just then Margaret
O'Grady came in. I motioned to her and she said, yes, she believed
they had met. They became very friendly and got an apartment to
gether. From then on they helped me and I helped them. They were
always coming to me about school affairs and in turn were doing so
many kind things for me. Margaret, the other girl, only stayed a
year and then she went into the city to teach, because her mother
and father lived there and her mother wasn't very well. Pat stayed
here for four years, so I became even better acquainted with her.
I recall, I think it was her second year here, or the end of
her first year, and of course as everyone knows she and Dick met
in the Community Players. So she said to me one day, "Senora,"
(she always called me Senora) "do you know a young fellow by the
name of Dick Nixon?" And I said, "Well, Pat, I don't really know
him but I know about him and I know who he is and I think he is a
fine young man. That is all I can say." Well she said, "Yes, he
is very interesting but quite unusual." And so, time went on, and
a little later on--oh, maybe the beginning of the next year or the
end of that year--Margaret came out and we went to the Community
Playhouse to watch a play. Pat wasn't in it and neither was Dick.
So we were sitting there about in the middle of the theatre. She
looked back and she saw Dick. He was sitting there alone and she
said, "Do you mind if I call Dick over here and have him sit with
us?" We said, "No, we would be glad to have him." And, of course,
she had already told Dick about me and she said that he remembered
who I was and my husband. So of course, I got better acquainted
with him. She introduced me and, of course, he knew Margaret. They
were young people. And so as time went on she said to me one day
later, "You know, Senora, what I think, I think I am going to take
some law courses at night." I said, "Oh, oh." And she said, "Don't
get any ideas into your head." I said, "Well, I am glad you are
going to do it."
And so later, even the next year, she said--by that time I knew
they were good friends--and she said that Dick's mother and dad were
going to Oregon and that they were going with them. They were going
to look for a ranch up there because his father was about ready to
retire. So I said, "Well, that's fine." But she said, "Don't be
talking about it because nobody is going to let me alone."
Well, they invited me to their wedding later on, and the
wedding was quite a wedding. And the men • • •
ARENA:
HOLT:

Excuse me.

Was this at the Mission Inn?

Yes, the Mission Inn in Riverside, California. A small
chapel but a lovely wedding. And they just had their good
friends there and their family and relatives, all of whom
I had met. Pat and Dick were driving to Mexico on their honeymoon-
Mexico City. In those days it wasn't so easy to find a place to
stay or things to eat~ so they had a great big box of canned food.
Some of the boys knew it and they took all the labels off the cans.
They never knew what they were go~ng to have for a meal~ Well, any
way, to go on with this. I want to go on to the rest of it.
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ARENA:

I was just wondering--before you leave the trip to Mexico-
do you recall any particular reason why they did choose
Mexico? If I am not mistaken, President Nixon did not
study Spanish at all while he was at the high school.

HOLT:

That's right.

ARENA:

Do you know whether or not he studied it earlier, say at
the Fullerton High School or in the earlier grades?

HOLT:

No, I am sure he didn't study it in Fullerton because he
was taking third and fourth year Latin when he got to
Whittier High. But as far as his wife was concerned, Pat
had some Spanish and I think she was pretty good at it. I think
they were people from the beginning who were interested in other
people--always have been that way, both of them. I could see that,
and they wanted to get out and to see things and do things.

ARENA:

But as far as you know was this the first time either of
them had been to Mexico, or do you know if either of them
had ever been there before?

HOLT:

No, I am sure they had never been there before.

ARENA:

And do you know to what part of Mexico?

HOLT:

I knew they were going clear down to Mexico City but how
far they went I don't know, or the places they visited I
don't know.

ARENA:

And it was President Nixon's car that they went in?

HOLT:

Yes, it was. When they came back they had an apartment.
I had been in their apartment once. One of the apartments
they had was over a garage, and the other one they had
wasn't any great one, but it was a very nice one.
After they were married, I still saw Pat quite often and, of
course, Dick, too at times. I think they had only been married
about a year when Dick was called back to Washington--you doubtless
have heard about this from other people--by FDR [Franklin Delano
Roosevelt], because he had been recommended from Duke University
as a young lawyer who would be helpful. He went back there and
Pat with him. She was a commercial teacher, so she didn't have
trouble getting work. She was a hard worker and the students at
high school thought her a fine teacher. And she was into activities
at school also. She arranged programs they had for all kinds of
sports and all that sort of thing.
ARENA:

Pardon me. I understand there was a Pep Committee and there
still might be one, and she had something to do with that.
Could you describe what the Pep Committee was?
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HOLT:

The Pep Committee--pardon me for interrupting--was to keep
the school feeling enthusiastic, even if their team lost
or won, to see that it was Whittier High School. They
had all kinds of programs that they would bring to instill loyalty.
Some of them they would make up themselves, and Pat was very clever
at fixing up little dramatic programs. The student body was thrilled.
Then once Pat asked a very good friend, who was a great football
player at USC [University of Southern California] when she was there,
to speak to the student body. She knew his wife and they were all
good friends.
You know, some people have trouble with discipline, but she
didn't seem to have because she was so well organized and she knew
the students and was interested in them. And she said to me one
day, "Senora, I wish we could do something about these young people
so they would do more because they are so capable, but they don't
do it." And I said, "Oh, Pat, they'll wake up." But she said, "But
it might be too late." She was very interested in them and tried to
help them.
ARENA:
HOLT:

I think you were discussing his going back to Washington,
D.C.

Pat got a position in Washington, D.C.
I used to hear from
them once in a while and they were there, I think, only a
year when Dick apparently, from what you know and have heard
from other people, became discouraged with the fact that he couldn't
do anything and he saw things going on which he thought were very
wrong. He asked to be sent somewhere where he could be in the serv
ice--where he could be sent overseas. Well, they sent him to Baltimore
[Maryland] and he became an Ensign. He said he wanted to go overseas,
but they sent him to Iowa, and so Pat went with him to Iowa and got
a job in the bank. He said that of all things to get sent to Iowa~
They finally sent him to the South Pacific. Then Pat got a job in
California. I don't remember what she was doing, I think it was with
the government in San Francisco. She said, "1 felt if he were ever
coming back or had any idea of getting a leave that it would be here
to San Francisco. That is why I came to San Francisco when he left."
When she was in San Francisco I used to hear from her once in
a while.
I was up in the northwest visiting my sister and brother
in-law during the summer.
I was still teaching at Whittier. So I
wrote to her and I said, "Pat, you know I am going to come through
San Francisco and maybe we can say hello to each other. We haven't
seen each other for a while." She wrote and said, "For goodness
sake at least come here on a Saturday so we can have a day together."
So I did. We saw "The Song of Norway." It has been around here now
in a movie. We saw it, of course, on the stage, and it was beauti
fully done. She met me in the morning and we had lunch together and
talk, talk, talk. I left that night to come back. It was a delight
ful experience with her and she said, "1 hope Dick gets back pretty
soon." When he returned they came to Whittier. He was not out of
the service yet. She called me and I said, "Oh, Pat, come up to the
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house and see me, you and Dick."
"Well, he can come, but not at
the same time I do, he has so much going on.'i I said, "Come and
have lunch with me."
"Oh, that would be fine," she said. So she
came and we talked and talked and talked. When he arrived and sat
down we talked more. I said something about all these bureaus we
have now. In those days I was much more conservative than I am
today.
I am a moderate today. And so he said, "Senora, I don't
know. Talk to Pat. There are a lot of those bureaus that are not
as bad as they sound. Things are not easy to settle, you know."
Even in those days he recognized that. All I served them, I think,
was a toasted cheese sandwich and some hot chocolate~ Anyway, we
had a good visit.
Then time went on, and pretty soon, as you know, he was asked
to run for Congress, and Pat said to me at the time, "Dick has been
interested in politics for so long. We saved every dime we could
to have a home. But now we're going to spend it all on this politics
thing. I'm willing to do what he wants to do, and he has always been
H
interested in it.
ARENA:

Pardon me, Mrs. Holt, you were not possibly one of the
Committee of 100 citizens.

HOLT:

No, I was not.

ARENA:

Do you know anything about that group?

HOLT:

Well, of course, I know--you know--you have p robably spoken
to the Bank of America president. His father was one whom
I knew, plus several others.

ARENA:

That would be Mr. Herman Perry.

HOLT:

That's right. So when they came back to this area again,
Tricia [Nixon] was born. I guess he was in the race for
Congress when that happened. Anyway, when he came back
to run for Congress, one of Pat's very good friends from high
school, who was a secretary to the principal, was very interested
in the two. So she and Pat took charge of the office and it was up
over a very old office, up over the bank building. People were
saying that the Standard [Oil Company] of California was giving him
all the money. We just laughed, because we would go up there and
somebody would put down a ten--we would have tens and fives allover
the place. Many people were giving him money in $1, $2 or $5 bills.

ARENA:

This office you are speaking of, of course, was the campaign
office when he ran for Congress.

HOLT:

That is right, and it was upstairs in this old building.

ARENA:

Do you think it was the corner--was it the Bank of America
building?
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HOLT:

No, it was next to it. There had been a couple of law
offices up there. But I don't know whether he got them
or not. I walked up those stairs often. It was quite a
walk. Anyway, we gave the campaign all we had. And, of course,
you know all about the debates. Dick said to me, "Well, what do
you think, Senora?" Mr.--who was the man he ran against?
ARENA:

I believe Jerry Voorhis.

HOLT:

Yes. "Congressman Voorhis has challenged me to a debate.
And while I have always kept up on events the best I could
when it came to" [Interruption]

ARENA:

Now that the door has been answered, Mrs. Holt, we will
continue with what we were discussing, the campaign office
and the idea that I believe you said President Nixon was
asking your opinion regarding his debating Jerry Voorhis.

HOLT:

Yes. I said to him, "Well, Dick, you are a terrific de
bater. I have heard you and I wouldn't worry about it,
even though • • • • " He said, "He has been in this thing
so much, but of course I won't turn him down. I couldn't do that."
I didn't see the first debate, but I understood that it wasn't so
good because they had a lot of people howling at Dick. After that,
I heard them all, and it was simply amazing. He was so well
organized himself that he knew how to debate Mr. Voorhis so much
better--I mean he would just ask the questions that seemed to bring
out. • • • At that time Voorhis and a lot of other people wanted
to change the whole monetary system. Dick said, "How are we going
to decide how much is going to be put out 7' "Oh, we just go to the
court and ask them how much we can make. Nobody will have any
trouble. We'll all have plenty of money." Of course, at that
time they went to extremes about money, as they had done about so
many things, you know. Anyway, asking the right questions was one
place where Dick excelled. By the second debate people were coming
from allover and they had loudspeakers outside. We had to stand
outside for a lot of the debating.
ARENA:

Do you recall, Mrs. Holt, excuse me, if the debates were
also aired over the radio at that time or were they just
held in different public places and buildings?

HOLT:

Yes, I believe they were held. • • • I don't think it was
on the radio. It was just the people who could get there.
And they came from all these towns all around by the time
of the second debate and they had read about it in the
papers, you know.

ARENA:

You don't know if anyone possibly taped them either.
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HOLT:

No, I don't know. I hope they did because that would be a
very interesting thing because it would tell people today
a great deal about the man years ago. Because he was so
prone to know just what Voorhis believed and had said. It wasn't
he was mean, not at all. That's the reason when he asked questions
Mr. Voorhis would get angry, but not Dick. I think this is another
thing that caused him to lose and Dick to win.
Well, when Dick won, they had an apartment. They came back in
the summer, and of course they couldn't find a good apartment. I'll
never forget that. I think it was after he was Congressman that
they found an apartment down (I'm not sure) on Walnut street and it
was a little apartment. Pat said, "Oh, Senora, we couldn't find
anything else. I wish you should see this apartment." Of course,
they didn't have their furniture. Maybe this was when he was going
to run that this happened, but anyhow, little Tricia was in a cradle.
I remember it well. I went to call. Pat said, "Senora, the people
next door, they are very nice people. I want you to meet them. But,
they have, oh, those animals, muskrats they are raising and the odor
is something terrible. But I want you to meet them and those musk
rats are interesting, too." I met them, and then when Dick came in-
he's that way--he has always been that way. He doesn't want to
bother anybody. And we were talking so he went into the kitchen.
And she said, "He's probably not had anything," and he fixes himself
some beans or something--opens a can. "Oh, I didn't want to bother
you." And she said, "For goodness sake, why didn't you tell me?"
And then, of course, as I said, Tricia was born in our hospital
here. Pat rather wanted a boy-but she got the girl and, of course,
she was very thrilled with her. And I saw her and the two girls off
and on because they would come back here often. Tricia is about two
years older, I believe, two or three, than Julie [Nixon].
Once Pat and Dick were in Whittier--I guess he was running for
the Senate then--and I said, "Pat, what can I do for you." They
had brought a maid out, just a young girl. They didn't have a lot
of money. They had brought this young girl; they only lived in an
apartment in Washington in those days. And she said, "Well, some
of the family are here, but the best thing in the world for these
children, and especially Julie, she just hangs onto me and they cry
and I have to go off and leave them, and we have to go here and
there." She said, "The best thing you could do, because the family
will do quite a bit, is to pick them up and the maid and take them
for a little drive sometime." I did that and also brought them up
to the apartment. Pat said to me later, "Do you know what Julie
said?" She said, "Mother, why can't we have a lovely, soft rug like
Senora has?"
But anyway, I watched these young people grow up and I am very
fond of them. Now I have great confidence in the whole family.
Mrs. [Hannah Milhous] Nixon, his mother, what a wonderful woman she
was. I only met her after and Pat and Dick were engaged. She and
Mr .. ~[Francis Anthony] Nixon didn't live near the store any more be
cause Dick's brother was in charge of the store--Don [Francis Donald
Nixon]. They had a home up in East Whittier, up in the hills. She
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had a very lovely shower for Pat. And apparently Pat had told her-
I don't know who had told her--but she invited me. I was so glad
to meet her and she was so sweet. She said, "You know, we are
going to do everything for Pat. She hasn't had a family for so
long, and we are so found of her."
Later we became real well acquainted, Mrs. Nixon and I, being
more or less the same age. She was older, but I mean the same
generation. And so as time went on I became acquainted with her
and Mr. Nixon too. When he was ill I used to go out to see them.
She'd call me, "Just corne and have some tea with me." And then
after he was gone and before she became very ill, and even after
she was ill I saw her. Before that we would go out to lunch and
sometimes even take her up to Don's family, in Newport [Beach,
California] •
Do you recall any of Mrs. Hannah Nixon's reactions to
President Nixon's political career? Anything at all that
comes to mind. Did she think that it was too hard for him?
Did she seem worried that he had gone into politics? Did she seem
to hang on--or follow the newspapers very closely? And also, Mr.
Frank Nixon. Whatever you could say on that from your personal
recollection would be very helpful. When you had dinner with her
and met with her, do you recall her bringing up President Nixon's
political career, his problems, et cetera?
ARENA:

HOLT:

I think they were both very delighted, because as she told
me, and as you have been told, from the time he was a young
boy he has always been interested in the united States of
America and in trying to get all of the wrongdoing out of the nation.
As a boy, he said, "Oh, Mother, I hope I grow up some day and can do
something about these bad things that are happening to our nation."
Of course, she and Mr. Nixon didn't find the ranch in Oregon and when
Dick went into Congress she and Mr. Nixon, you know, got a ranch
near Gettysburg [Pennsylvania] so Dick could corne out there. She
said, "We want to have a place where he can corne and relax once in
a while." And so they did, and that's when Eddy graduated from the
high school there. He had been two years here before they went back
there.
ARENA:

Excuse me, do you know if Eddy himself took--by Eddy, we
do mean Edward Nixon, the President's youngest living
brother--do you know if he took any language, or anything
in the way of Spanish in particular while he was there at the high
school?

HOLT:

Well, I am sure he took some languages--a language--but I
am not sure what. I don't know whether it was French--I
don't think he took Spanish. He might have taken it when
he went as a third year student. I don't know that. But he knows
quite a little Spanish now o I mean he knows some of it. They have
always been interested in it, because you see, there in East
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Whittier where the store was and where he was raised, there were
lots of Spanish-speaking people on the Leffingwell Ranch. More
than three-fourths of their workers out there were from Mexico.
You see, that is doubtless where Dick got so interested in wanting
to go down there. I don't know. That part I wouldn't know, but
as far as Ed-Eddy--we always called him Eddy because he was so
much younger. And Dick and Pat used to talk about him, "Oh, that
Eddy, what a young boy he is."
ARENA:

Excuse me, for interrupting for this then. In view of your
remembering Eddy so clearly and the President, what compari
sons would you make about the personalities of the two men,
as young men as you recall them? Was Eddy more outgoing than
President Nixon himself? What differences or what likenesses do
they have from your recollection?

HOLT:

Well, this I will say, both of them are unusually interested
in history and interested in the political game now.
I am
sure Ed is too now.
I really do. But they are both • • • •
Their letters, his mother used to let me read, honest some of the
words they use--their vocabularies are tremendous and beautiful
writing. And he did just as well if not better than Dick when it
carne to that writing, because they both are brilliant. I would
say most unusual, as far as their intelligence is concerned.
Now, Ed, I would say both of them, they are not greatly out
going, but of course, Dick has learned a lot of that and Ed has too
in the work he has done. But they are both--I would say they are
real patriotic young men and they are not only interested in the
united States of America, because they have studied so much of
other parts of the world. And I think they believe, as most of us
do, that we cannot be an isolated nation any longer. Now that
doesn't mean we want to turn everything over, or it doesn't mean
that we want to give up our individuality or our place as a nation-
not at all. But it does mean there are two sides to all these ques
tions and I think they see both sides.
ARENA:

Speaking of the international interests, as I recall,
President Nixon went abroad while a Congressman. He was
one of the few freshman congressmen who was given the
opportunity to travel to Europe. I was wondering if you recall
anything in particular? Did he ever bring those overseas European
trips up, in view of the fact, of course, of your knowing another
language, would have an interest in foreign countries? Do you
recall if by any chance the President did bring up some of his
freshman Congressman Europeantrips?

HOLT:

No, he didn't. You see my association, and it doesn't
mean that I don't know Dick--I could tell you some funny
things--but I don't know him as well as I know his wife.
And so the only thing I can tell you is in their travels together
they always have sent me cards, and have sent this and that, a card
from here, a card from there, or brought me some little thing, you
know. And of course, that is more from the time that he was Senator
or Vice President.
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ARENA:

Would you mind if I ask you this: In connection with the
overseas interests of both Pat and President Nixon, was
it common for young couples, from your own personal recol
lection, to go to Mexico for honeymoons, or would most go to
California or an eastern state? Was it common for a young married
couple from Whittier to go off to Mexico for a honeymoon do you
think?

HOLT:

Well, it might have been. But my recollection is, I had
never known anyone who had ever done it. And so it was
quite interesting to us in Whittier.

ARENA:

I believe you said a book was given to you by both the
President and Pat. I believe you said this is it. Is
this the book they brought back from their honeymoon?

HOLT:

No, this was later.

ARENA:

This was later.
Holt?

Do you recall the occasion possibly, Mrs.

HOLT:

Well, it's when they went down there. I don't recall
whether he was Senator or Vice President. He must have
been Vice President because it was after I had had a
very serious accident in Europe and they didn't think I was going
to live. They just wanted me to know they thought of me. She
knew I was interested in Spanish, and the book is in Spanish and
French. It's about the costumes in early days in Mexico.
ARENA:

The title of the book, excuse me, is in Spanish, and you
correct my Spanish if you will, Trajes civiles y militares
y religiosos de Mexico, which in English means, "Civilian,
Military and Religious Costumes of Mexico," and the date 1828, and
the author is Claudio Linarti, and it is put out by the National
University of Mexico.
HOLT:

It is written in French first and then translated into
Spanish, so it is both French and Spanish. But I thought
that was a very thoughtful thing for them to do, and so
I know that he was Vice President, I am sure, when that happened.

ARENA:

That would be the period, of course, between 1952 and 1960.

HOLT:

That is right, I am sure he was Vice President. Let's see.
When did I have this accident? Oh, yes, I am sure. I
think this accident was in--yes, it would have been when
he was Vice President.

ARENA:

Have you had an opportunity, Mrs. Holt, to travel to Mexico
or Spain, or any Spanish-speaking country yourself?

HOLT:

Oh, yes, I have been to Mexico four times. Once we traveled
by car all through the country, stopping here and taking
lots of time.
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ARENA:
HOLT:

Excuse me, when you say we, would this be with your hus
band?

Oh, no, that was after he passed away. It was a friend
and I. Her husband couldn't go so we traveled, and we
got along very well. She drove--she was not real young
but younger than I. We have known each other since college days.
But before that, my first trip down there was alone. Oh, was even
before I knew Pat I guess. I went down by train in those days.
So my first trip was by train, stopping here and there; I stopped
off everywhere I could. I have also been by plane twice and by
car once. I want to go again before long. And as far as Spain
is concerned, I have driven all through Spain with another friend
and my niece. I have been there three times. I have just been
fortunate because most of my traveling has been since 1948. I
took a year off from school. I believe it was in '48, but before
that I was in Mexico the first time in 1937 or '36. It is a dif
ferent world today. But I wouldn't give anything for those travels.
I think if more people could get into other parts of the world there
would be more understanding. I am so glad they are giving people a
chance to get to our nation now more than they used to. It doesn't
mean they would all be close friends, but they'd understand each
other a little better. As I have often said, if we could take the
best from every nation and put it together, what a world we would
have, because we have good and bad and unusual things going on all
over the world. I think that travel has done much for me.

